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“For I know well the plans
I have in mind for you,
plans for your welfare

and not for woe,
so as to give you

a future of hope.”

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

As I enter my third year as Bishop of 
the Diocese of Jefferson City, I am 
extremely grateful for your generosity 
and commitment to our Catholic faith.  
This year’s theme is “For I know well 
the plans I have in mind for you, plans 
for your welfare and not for woe, so as 
to give you a future of hope.”

I have watched our community grow stronger in faith even 
during these uncertain times we are experiencing.  I ask that 
you continue to help me carry out the mission and work of 
the Church by prayerfully considering supporting the annual 
Catholic Stewardship Appeal through a sacrificial gift. Our 
mission continues during this pandemic.

May God bless you and Christ’s peace be with you. I am

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Most Rev. W. Shawn McKnight, S.T.D.
Bishop of Jefferson City

PRAYER FOR A STEWARDSHIP PARISH
My parish is composed of people like me.

I help make it what it is.

It will be friendly, if I am.

It will be holy, if I am.

Its pews will be filled, if I help fill them.

It will do great work, if I work.

It will be prayerful, if I pray.

It will make generous gifts to many causes, 
if I am a generous giver.

It will bring others into worship, 
if I invite and bring them in.

It will be a parish of loyalty and love, of fearlessness and 
faith, of compassion, charity and mercy, 

if I, who make it what it is, 
am filled with these same things.

Therefore, with the help of God, I now dedicate myself to 
the task of being all things that I want my parish to be.

Amen.

No money collected in the Catholic Stewardship Appeal or in your parish 
contributions will be used for any payments related to sexual abuse.

CATHOLIC STEWARDSHIP APPEAL
ALLOCATIONS

JEREMIAH 29:11

Marriage Tribunal — 4%

Catholic Education — 8%

Outreach — 23%

Pastoral Services — 21%

Stewardship &
Development — 14%

Communications — 9%

Formation — 21%



CATHOLIC EDUCATION
Educating our children to be servant leaders, inspired to 
use their God-given gifts to change the world — that is the 
calling of our Catholic schools in the Diocese of Jefferson 
City. Over 6,000 students are guided by more than 600 
teachers in 37 elementary and three high schools across 
the diocese.

Catholic schools thrive through the stewardship of 
parishioners, the dedication of donors and alumni, and 
the commitment of faculties and families. Our elementary 
schools survive through the tithing of parish families — 
not tuition. Through this model, the stewardship of our 
parishioners allows Catholic education to be accessible to 
more children, enabling us to evangelize, while providing 
an excellent academic education.

Your gift helps the Catholic School Office provide 
resources, administrative support, guidance and 
professional development for pastors, principals, faculty 
and staff. Your support ensures our schools can continue 
to provide the foundation in Gospel values needed for 
our children to be Christ’s hands and feet in the world.

FORMATION
Diaconate formation, continuing education of clergy, 
youth and young adult ministry, and marriage and family 
life are some of the programs supported through the 
CSA. Your gift helps those ministries provide services to 
parishes and individuals while helping to grow faith and 
knowledge of Christ.

FOSTERING VOCATIONS
Tomorrow’s pastors are in our seminaries today. Your gift 
helps seminarians receive essential formation throughout 
a six to eight year span. Once ordained, they will be 
appointed to serve as spiritual leaders dedicated to the 
pastoral care of parishioners in their appointed parishes.

OUTREACH
The Catholic Center in Jefferson City serves as the bishop’s 
base of operations for ministries to parishes. The finance 
and human resources offices ensure teachers, lay staff 
and priests are provided benefits such as retirement 
and health insurance. Our chancellor’s office provides 
notarization of documents and keeps record of all 
diocesan archives. Buildings and properties helps parishes 
make decisions on property maintenance, renovations 
and future development projects. 

MATRIMONIAL TRIBUNAL
Pre-marriage assessment and annulment services are 
essential for building strong families and healing broken 
bonds. Your gift helps the diocese offer these services free 
of charge.

COMMUNICATIONS
Through good communications, our diocese is able to 
evangelize and amplify the mission of the Church.  Your 
gift helps provide The Catholic Missourian free of charge.  
The communications office helps parishes with setting up 
websites, online giving and hosting services.

Your 2021 gift to the Catholic Stewardship Appeal will provide needed funds to 
support the following ministries and programs in the Diocese of Jefferson City.

SHARING IN OUR SUCCESS
This year’s Catholic Stewardship Appeal goal for the entire diocese is $2,450,000. After the diocesan goal 
has been met, any parish meeting their individual goal is eligible to receive a rebate of 10% of the goal, plus 
90% of any funds raised above the goal. Parish goals must be met with cash and/or pledges received by 
March 15, 2021 and fulfilled by the fiscal year ending June 30, 2021.


