
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

The Nicene Creed 
 

I believe in one God, 
the Father almighty, 
maker of Heaven and 
earth, of all things visible 
and invisible. 
 
I believe in one Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Only Begotten 
Son of God, born of the 
Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true 
God, begotten, not made, 
consubstantial with the 
Father; through Him all 
things were made. 
For us men and for our 
salvation He came down 
from Heaven, and by the 
Holy Spirit was incarnate 
of the Virgin Mary, and 
became man. 
For our sake He was 
crucified under Pontius 
Pilate, He suffered death 
and was buried, and rose 
again on the third day 
in accordance with the 
Scriptures. 
He ascended into Heaven 
and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. 
He will come again in 
glory to judge the living 
and the dead and His 
Kingdom will have no end. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who 
with the Father and the 
Son is adored and 
glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. 
 
I believe in one, holy, 
catholic and apostolic 
Church.  I confess one 
Baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins, and I 
look forward to the 
resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the  
world to come. 
 
Amen. 

 
 

Kerygma 
Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him … 

~ Mark 10:21 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The	desire	for	God	is	written	in	the	human	heart,	
because	man	is	created	by	God	and	for	God;	
and	God	never	ceases	to	draw	man	to	himself.		
Only	in	God	will	he	find	the	truth	and	happiness	

he	never	stops	searching	for:	
The	dignity	of	man	rests	above	all	on	the	fact	
that	he	is	called	to	communion	with	God.	

	

~	Catechism	of	the	Catholic	Church,	27	~ 
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The Kerygma is not merely a set of external tenets. 
It is an explanation of you. 

It reveals a story that is to ring true in your interior; 
explaining you to yourself, answering your struggles, 

showing you the way forward to a hope 
beyond your highest imaginings,  

to a family you belong in. 

 

Bottomlines 
 

Our Creed is a set of 
sentences that cost an 
immense number of 

people their lives, liberty, 
and earthly welfare. 

 
These sentences form a 
prayer, and an invitation 

to respond – 
for you to respond. 

 
h h h 

 
You have a Father 

 
You have a Savior 

 
You have a Mother 

 
You have an Advocate 

 
You have a Church 

 
h h h 

 
These are known 
historical realities, 

not just philosophical 
ideas; we have an 
events-based faith. 

 
We have a known and 

demanding continuity – 
the Church. 

 
We have a known 

historical end, 
not just a nebulous 
passage to some 

other realm. 
It will be the end of all 

time, of all history, 
of all sin. 

 
h h h 

 
So . . .  

 
Which of these truths 
don’t you understand 
well enough to love, 

and to feel a deep need 
to give to another soul? 

 
 

Which of these truths 
do you need – what 
does it matter to you 
that these are true? 



 
  

 

Making the Gospel 
Impactful 

 

 
How has the Church’s 
teaching on _____________ 

impacted my life? 
 

The Holy Trinity 
h 

Creation 
h 

Being made in the 
image and likeness 

of God 
h 

The providence of the 
Father 
h 

The Body of Christ 
h 

The Holy Eucharist 
h 

Grace as a sharing in 
Divine life 

h 
The redemptive value 

of our suffering 
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A person 
who is not 
convinced, 

enthusiastic, 
certain and 
in love, will 
convince 
nobody. 

 

Pope Francis 
 

 

Making the Gospel 
Personal 

 

 
Reflect on some or all of 
these questions to help 
you see the “wonderful 

works of God” in your life: 
 
How have I found joy in 

the Lord and in his 
Church? 

h 
When have I experienced 
the peace which surpasses 
understanding (through 

the Church)? 
h 

How have I experienced 
my heart being softened 
by Jesus (through his 

Church)? 
h 

How have I grown in 
virtue through Jesus and 

the Church? 
h 

What difference has the 
Holy Spirit made in my 

life? 
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Tell 
others 
about 

the truth 
that sets 
you free. 

 

Pope Benedict XVI 
 
 

What is the Gospel 
 

It	is	the	Good	News	about	God	and	His	wonderful	works	
It	is	the	Good	News	about	God’s	love	and	His	plan	for	us	

ª	ª	ª	
Elements	of	the	Gospel	message	and	key	Catechism	
passages	to	master	its	content	.	.	.	
© Revelation	and	Scripture,	a	plan	for	union	in	the	divine	life	of	

the	Holy	Trinity	(CCC	25;	293;	1027).	
© Our	sin	problem	(CCC	309;	1707;	1426).	
© Prophecy	and	unfolding	steps	towards	God’s	plan	for	salvation	

(CCC	400;	65;	702).	
© Jesus,	the	fullness	of	time,	His	call,	His	sacrifice,	His	

Resurrection	(CCC	609;	1439;	516).	
© The	Church	as	necessary	for	salvation,	firstly	my	means	of	

calling	people	to	metanoia	and	Baptism	(CCC	760;	1989;	1427).	
© The	Christian	life	of	grace:	believing,	hoping,	loving	until	

Christ’s	promised	return	(CCC	168;	1818;	826).	

ª	ª	ª	
The	tone	of	an	in-depth	Gospel	proclamation	is	.	.	.	
X TRINITARIAN:	He,	who	‘was	sent	by	the	Father’	and	‘anointed	

by	the	Spirit’,	is	Lord,	Messiah,	and	Savior,	and	the	Son	of	God	
and	Son	of	Mary	(GDC	99-100).	

X CHRIST-CENTERED:	Through	the	saving	action	of	his	passion,	
death,	resurrection,	and	ascension	into	Heaven	(the	Paschal	
mystery),	he	has	made	a	way	for	us	to	take	advantage	of	the	
Father’s	plan	for	our	salvation	(Jn	14:6;	GDC	98).	

X ECCLESIAL:	While	on	earth,	he	went	about	doing	good	and	
preaching	the	Kingdom	of	God,	which	he	perpetuated	in	a	
visible	Church	(Eph	3:10;	see	CCC	760).	

X PERSONAL:	The	Holy	Spirit	has	made	it	possible	for	us	to	
access	in	the	Church	the	full	power	and	merits	won	for	us	by	
Jesus,	which	dispenses	them	in	the	sanctifying	action	of	the	
sacramental	life	(see	GDC	43,	117).	

X FORWARD-LOOKING:	He	ascended	to	the	Father	to	prepare	a	
place	for	his	people	who	have	been	freed	from	sin	and	taken	
into	the	family	of	God	(Jn	14:1-7).	

X HEAVEN-FOCUSED:	His	family	will	endure	the	judgment	that	is	
to	come	and	will	enjoy	his	‘steadfast	love	that	endures	forever’	
in	the	Heavenly	banquet;	the	Father’s	plan	for	our	salvation	is	
for	us	to	“become	partakers	of	the	Divine	nature”	(2	Pt	1:3-4).	

X EXPERIENCED	IN	THIS	COMMUNITY:	The	Catholics	of	this	
parish	family	warmly	invite	you	to	come	and	see	our	life	and	
with	us	to	enter	into	full	communion	with	Christ	and	
participate	in	the	Father’s	plan	(GDC	102,	256).	

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Consequences of the Kerygma 
The Truths You are Called to be Certain About, to Pass on to Others 

 

God’s Initiative – A Creation Free to Love 

Revelation comes in stages, to suit our incremental nature – in history and in each life… 
¨ God reveals His name, and how we are to relate to Him – Life in the Covenants. 
¨ God reveals His nature, and how we are to be like Him – Life in the Commandments. 
¨ God reveals His nurturing, and how we are to die for Him – Life on the Cross. 
¨ God reveals His new creation, and how we are to unite to Him – Life in Communio. 
 
Image and Likeness – the source of our dignity… 
© Our Purpose – Created for our own sake. 
© Our Nature – Spirit and soul – we are rational and free creatures. 
© Our Attributes – self-knowledge, self-mastery, self-gift. 
© Our Privileges – Co-creators and Co-redeemers. 

 
      Our Initiative – The Step into the Mess of Sin 

Original Sin – lost the gift of God’s life, but not the capacity… 
² Darkened our intellects. 
² Weakened our wills. 
² Disordered our desires. 
² Disordered our relationship with nature. 
² Initiated a tension between man and woman. 
² Made our entire life a struggle with evil. 
² Brought Death and the possibility of Hell. 
 

God’s Next Initiative – The Plan of Goodness Born in the Father’s Heart 

This Bad News makes the Good News better… 
X The plan within the Father’s heart – free exchange of life and being – covenantal intimacy. 
X The Son comes to redeem, love, lead, and bring about mystical union. 
X The Holy Spirit comes as Lord and Giver of life – offering us the astounding life of grace. 
X The Church is to dispense the mysteries of salvation as Mother and Teacher. 
X The Sacred Liturgy is the beginning of mystical, familial union with the Holy Trinity. 

 
                                   Your Response – Creed or Chaos                               s   

  

 

  

 

“It is worse than useless for Christians to talk about the importance of Christian morality, 
unless they are prepared to take their stand upon the fundamentals of Christian theology.  
It is a lie to say that dogma does not matter; it matters enormously. It is fatal to let people 
suppose that Christianity is only a mode of feeling; it is vitally necessary to insist that it is 
first and foremost a rational explanation of the universe. It is hopeless to offer Christianity 

as a vaguely idealistic aspiration of a simple and consoling kind; it is, on the contrary, a 
hard, tough, exacting, and complex doctrine, steeped in a drastic and uncompromising 

realism. And it is fatal to imagine that everybody knows quite well what Christianity is and 
needs only a little encouragement to practice it. The brutal fact is that in this Christian 

country not one person in a hundred has the faintest notion what the Church teaches about 
God or man or society or the person of Jesus Christ... Theologically this country is at 
present is in a state of utter chaos established in the name of religious toleration and 

rapidly degenerating into flight from reason and the death of hope.”  
 

~ Dorothy L. Sayers 
Creed or Chaos?: Why Christians Must Choose Either Dogma or Disaster 

Consider	as	you	
unfold	the	
Kerygma,	
introducing	those	
you	teach	to	
Scriptural	images	
which	reveal	
different	aspects	
about	Jesus…	
	
Jesus	the	Good	
Shepherd	
	
Jesus	the	Son	of	God	
	
Jesus	the	Savior	
	
Jesus	the	King	
	
Jesus	the	God-Man	
	
Jesus	the	High	Priest	
	
Jesus	the	Teacher	
	
Jesus	the	Way	for	us	
	
Jesus	the	Son	of	Mary	
	
Jesus	the	Truth	for	us	
	
Jesus	the	Redeemer	
	
Jesus	the	Life	for	us	
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Christianity, 
whatever else it is, 

is an explosion. 
Unless it is 

sensational there is 
simply no sense in it. 
Unless the Gospel 
sounds like a gun 

going off it has not 
been uttered at all. 

 

G.K. Chesterton 
	


