
 

Celebrate Priesthood Sunday September 29, 2019 

 
What is Priesthood Sunday? 
 
Priesthood Sunday, Sept. 29, 2019, is a special day set aside to honor priesthood in the 
United States. It is a day to reflect upon and affirm the role of the priesthood in the life of 
the Church as a central one. This nationwide event is coordinated and sponsored by the 
US Council of Serra International. https://serraus.org 
 
There are several ways that parishes and schools in the Diocese of Jefferson City can 
celebrate Priesthood Sunday.   

Create thank you cards for priests  

Religion classes include a focus and catechesis on being a priest (vestments, role in the 
sacraments, etc.) 

Special Petitions included in the Universal Prayers for Priests (or have a Mass offered for 
a priest!) 

Spiritual bouquet for your priests 

Basket at each Mass for parishioners to place thank you cards for priests 

Special gathering in recognition of priests 
 

 
 
 
 



  
 

 
 

Prayer for Priests 

Gracious and loving God, we thank you for the gift of our priests. 
Through them, we experience your presence in the sacraments. 

Help our priests to be strong in their vocation. 
Set their souls on fire with love for your people. 

Grant them the wisdom, understanding, and strength they need to follow in the  
footsteps of Jesus. 

Inspire them with the vision of your Kingdom. 

Give them the words they need to spread the Gospel. 
Allow them to experience joy in their ministry. 

Help them to become instruments of your divine grace. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns as our Eternal Priest. 

Amen. 

  



  
 

Suggested Prayers of the Faithful for Priesthood Sunday 
 

For all priests who are ordained to serve our Church, that their ministry may be fruitful and 
appreciated by the people whom they serve, we pray to the Lord... 

For the gift to our (parish or diocese) of vocations to the ordained priesthood, that good 
men may be drawn to love and to serve the People of God, we pray to the Lord... 

For retired priests, that they may experience God’s abundant love as they walk a new path 
of prayer and servanthood in retirement, we pray to the Lord... 

For Father _____________, our (pastor, associate pastor) in his ministry to the People of 
(parish name), that we may affirm, support, and celebrate his gift of service to us, we pray 
to the Lord... 

That we may never take the presence of our priests for granted, as we cherish the 
celebration of the Mass and are nourished by the Eucharist, we pray to the Lord... 

For all priests who struggle with loneliness, declining health, or loss of mobility, that they 
may be comforted by the grace of the Holy Spirit, we pray to the Lord... 

That this parish family may always embrace our priest(s), and sustain his ministry by our 
love, our constant prayer, and our trust in his leadership, we pray to the Lord... 

For priests who now sleep in peace of the resurrection, and for those who may die this 
year or this day, that God lead them gently into their eternal reward, we pray to the Lord... 

 


