
 

 

 

    I learned recently that the technical term for a sunny day following two days of rain is Monday.   

    Of course, it has not been much better during the week of late.  We are in the midst of Easter Season and our readings tell    
of the Risen One appearing in a garden, on the shore of the lake, and on a long walk to Emmaus.  If there had been weather like 
this back then, there would have been more visits to upper rooms just to get out of the water. 

    Welcome to our May Mission Newsletter. You have all had the experience of a priest or sister visiting your parish, talking 
about the mission work that they and their community are involved in, and then taking up a collection to support that work.  
The men and women making those appeals were probably part of the Missionary Cooperation Plan (MCP) of the Society for   
the Propagation of the Faith, designed to educate parishioners on the mission character of their Church and raise money for 
specific mission projects.  Most U.S. dioceses, including our own, participate in the MCP. 

    Beginning this year, we are doing something different.  Missionaries will still visit parishes and talk about the missions, but 
there will be no special collection.  In a first step at reducing the number of second collections, Bishop McKnight has directed 
that we make a contribution to our visiting MCP groups from funds collected in our annual Diocesan Mission Collection, which 
is July 21. 

    Each year, five groups are selected to visit one-third of our parishes.  Since all mission donors will be supporting these         
religious communities through the Mission Collection, we wanted to use this opportunity to introduce them to you.  This year, 
groups were chosen because of a special relationship with the diocese. 

    Our feature article is by Fr. Cesar Anicama, a name familiar to many as a priest of our diocese.  Last year, Bishop McKnight 
gave permission to Fr. Cesar to join the Missionary Society of St. James the Apostle and return to his native 
Peru to serve on temporary assignment as a missionary outside of Lima. 

    The last page offers a brief description of our other MCP guests.  The School Sisters of Notre Dame have 
20 members of their community currently serving in the diocese. The La Salette Missionaries was the        
religious community of Meta native Fr. Arthur Lueckenotto and operated the minor seminary in Jefferson 
City which he attended.   

    The Sisters of Charity of the Incarnate Word staffed schools in the diocese and founded the El Puente  
ministry.  Over the years, Redemptorists out of Ligouri have given parish missions around the diocese      
and, up until last summer, Redemptorist Fr. Richard Boever was serving as pastor in Cuba, Bourbon and 
Steelville. 

    From our own mission projects, all the news is good, and thanks to you, the work in the Vineyard is thriving.                           
We deeply appreciate all your prayers and support. 

          Sincerely, 

         Mark  

          Mark Saucier 

         Mission Director 
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    As a native Peruvian priest of the Diocese of Jefferson City, MO,      
I joined the Missionary Society of Saint James to serve the poorest 
among the poor in my home country of Peru. 

    I was born in Pisco, Peru in 1986   My father studied law, but for 
financial reasons he could not practice, so he started a bakery      
business instead.  It is now the livelihood of my family.  

    My father married my mother who was a nurse at the local hospi-
tal in Pisco. I have an older brother who is a doctor there and a 
younger sister, Belisa, who studied communication sciences and now 
helps  my family with the bakery. Ironically, my father’s name is     
Cesar, my brother is Cesar and I am also called Cesar because my 
mother calls us by our middle names! 

    Ever since I can remember I liked going to Mass with my mother and participating in church groups and Catholic proces-
sions held in my city. I remember when I was in elementary school I felt I should pray with my classmates. Along with two of 
my best friends, Paul Ramos and Luis Carrisales, we prepared invitations to attend Mass and lead prayers that took place 
during breaks at school. During these breaks, we prayed the Our Father and Hail Mary, which was attended by many of our 
peers, not so much for the praying, but for the food that we offered such as cookies, sodas, sandwiches and sweets.  

    Some teachers and parents of students who saw what we were doing expressed gratitude to me for increasing the spirit 
of prayer and friendship. Based on this event my classmates called me “the little priest.”  

    I thought that I should convey God’s love to others, the call from God that I heard more and more as I grew in age. When 
I was only eight years old, I built an altar in my room with pictures of the crucified Christ (Señor de los Milagros) and the 
Virgin Mary for my playtime. I imagined that I was the parish priest and the altar was the parish. My classmates came to my 
house and saw that the altar was neither big nor small, but beautiful and made with love. This altar at my home in Peru is a 
symbol of encouragement of my vocation to the priesthood. 

    Later, with some high school friends, we formed a mission group. We would go to the poor neighborhoods of Pisco to 
play sports, sing around the campfire, pray the rosary and reflect about being Catholic with youth and children. 

     It was while I was in high school that I had conversations with a priest and participated in a vocation discernment group 
at my local parish for one year. 

    I attended a retreat at the Seminary San Martin de Porres of the Diocese of Chosica, located in Lima-East. After the      
retreat, with much prayer and spiritual direction, I decided to enter the seminary of San Martin de Porres, founded by the 
German Bishop of the Diocese of Chosica Dr. Norberto Strotmann.  

    I studied 6 years at the Institute Fray Martin, that is the Seminary of the Diocese. During that time, I began to meet the 
missionary priests from different countries. My apostolic work for the 
weekends was to help a poor community called Belen and learn more 
about the priestly life. So, I stayed with priests from the United States 
from the Congregation of the Holy Cross who live in the district of San 
Juan de Lurigancho, Lima. At this point, I experienced the need to 
transmit God to peoples of all shapes, languages and cultures.  

    The following year, by coincidence or divine providence, I did my 
apostolic work with the missionaries of the Society of St. James the 
Apostle, Fr. David Costello, Fr. Derek Leonard and Fr. Ruel Arcega. I 
saw how much joy the priests gave the Peruvian people, aiding them 
in many ways such as health, education, psychology programs, giving 
food to the poor kids, and teaching about the true meaning of being a 
Christian which is not simply to follow customs, but to follow Christ.  

    I worked as a seminarian with them for two years and I noticed that my vocation was strengthened by this invaluable  
experience. I was recognizing Christ in the aid, charity, and leaving all to follow Him. Their example touched my heart and I 
admired this type of life, living among the poor.  

Fr. Cesar Anicama 



    During my Christmas vacation, I visited my pastor, Fr. Jose Sanchez, at my home parish in Pisco. Fr. Jose began to tell me 
about his pastoral experiences in Marcona, Peru with missionary priests of the Diocese of Jefferson City. Fr. Jose lived with 
the priests of the Diocese of Jefferson City where he met Monsignor Raphael P. Keyes and other priests who are still models 
of the priesthood for him today.  

    My decision to go to the United States was heavily influenced by seeing what the priests of Jefferson City had done in Peru 
for many years and how they gave their lives for my country. I contacted the bishop of Jefferson City and expressed that I 
would like to become a priest of his diocese. Bishop Gaydos accepted me for the diocese and three months later I was on my 
way to the United States to continue my seminary formation. 

    I studied English for the first two years in the Language, Culture, and Church program at Conception Seminary College. I 
had classes in the morning, afternoon and evening with tutoring at night. In those two years I learned a lot about English 
grammar and I am still learning. I realize that English is one of the most 
difficult languages to speak.  

    After finishing my studies in Conception Seminary College, I entered 
Kenrick Glennon Seminary to complete my theological studies. I was  
ordained on June 27, 2015 at the Cathedral of Saint Joseph, Jefferson 
City.  I spent three years serving at St. Peter & Immaculate Conception 
parishes in Jefferson City. 

    However, I was becoming more      
conscious of the fact that my parents are 
getting older and I felt the need to be 
closer to them. It was difficult for them 
to be away from me. Missing birthdays, 
Christmas, weddings, and funerals, as 
well as family reunions, being thousands 
of miles away from my parents’ home, 
even in the era of Skype, can be daunting. I did not realize how difficult this would be.  

    After considerable prayer and discernment, I asked my bishop for permission to join the Missionary Society of St. James the 
Apostle, while remaining a priest of the diocese. Bishop McKnight granted my request. Now I have an opportunity to minister 
in my home country as a member of the St. James Society.  

    I am based at the parish of ‘Nuestra Señora de la Paz’ (Our  
Lady of Peace) with two missions: Capilla Santa Rosa and Capilla 
San Ignacio, in Villa El Salva-
dor, about 20 miles south 
of Lima, the capital. This 
coastal city is home to 
about a half million people, 
many of whom resettled 
there after fleeing the    
poverty of the Andes  
Mountains a half-century 
ago.  

    My vocation to the priesthood was sparked by seeing the     
pastoral work of missionary priests in my homeland. They help 

the sick, accompany the poor, console the lonely, and feed the hungry. I admire these missionaries for their dedication and 
their strong faith in God, especially their willingness to leave their homeland to serve our brothers and sisters, sometimes at  
a cost to their own health and well-being. I love being a Catholic priest and I am grateful for the opportunity to serve as a  
missionary in my home country.  

    God works in mysterious ways! 

Fr. Anicama (contd.) 



School Sisters of Notre Dame 
     The School Sisters of Notre Dame, Province of Africa, minister in five countries:  Kenya, Ghana, Nigeria, The Gambia and Sierra Leone.  

Their charism is education in its broadest sense:  developing the full potential of each individual.  They edu-
cate girls in rural areas, care for children orphaned by AIDs, and run a clinic that treats people whether they 
can pay or not. 

    Since 65 of the 78 Sisters in the province are African, significant funds 
are needed for their formation.  The first African Sisters are now cele-
brating 25 years in religious life. Some serve in leadership, working     
diligently to help the province to be self-sustaining.  Stipends for the  
Sisters do not cover the basic costs of living and healthcare.  Two of the 
countries in which they work -- The Gambia and Sierra Leone – are 
among the world’s 10 poorest countries.  MCP contributions provide for 
urgent needs of the Sisters and support of their ministries in education, healthcare and social ministry. 

 

The La Salette Missionaries of North America 
    The La Salettes are committed to proclaiming the reconciling message of Jesus Christ to the poor and disenfranchised.  They work with 
in the harsh political and economic realities of 11 countries in Latin America, Africa, and Asia. 

    Through the MCP, the La Salettes raise money for very specific ministries.  
Forty percent of the funds raised are divided equally to assist the addicted 
and mentally challenged in Madagascar, the Philippines and India; provide 
vocational training for women in Bolivia and Argentina; educate seminarians 
in South America, Madagascar and their Asian missions; make prosthetics in 
handicap centers for those in need in Namibia and Madagascar.                                                                                                                                       

     Soup kitchens and nutrition programs for poor students in Bolivia, Argenti-
na and Madagascar receive 30% of MCP contributions. The remainder provides financial support to poor 
students enrolled in La Salette schools throughout their missions. 

 

Sisters of Charity of the Incarnate Word 
    Incarnate Word Sisters serve God’s people -- especially the poor and vulnerable -- through education, health care, pastoral and social 
services. They respond to urgent and evolving needs, and strive to promote human dignity, peace, justice and the integrity of creation.  

    In Peru, in the city of Chimbote, the Sisters minister in multiple ways.  A Sister runs a school    
of 1500 primary and secondary students in Nuevo Chimbote.  CCVI sisters and lay Incarnate 
Word Missionaries also operate a medical clinic and a hospice that serves the dying and elderly 
who find themselves alone. 

    In Chiapas, Mexico, the Sisters support a coffee cooperative that has positively affected over 
1400 families.  In one of Mexico City’s poorest areas, the Sisters operate a daycare center for 
single mothers and families who struggle to earn enough to meet subsistence needs.  In the 
state of Hidalgo, four Sisters are developing a family formation program among the Hñähñü  
people to preserve their culture, offer religious teaching, and market local crafts. 

 

Redemptorists of the Denver Province 
    Redemptorists strive to imitate Jesus Christ by preaching the word of God to the poor. Following in the footsteps 
of founder St. Alphonsus Liguori, they serve society’s forgotten and most neglected peoples worldwide.               
The Denver province supports missionaries in Nigeria, and Brazil. 

    The life of a Redemptorist in Nigeria is filled with contrasts – from established parishes in crowded cities to trav-
els via bus, motorcycle and foot to remote outstations where rural communities worship. A missionary in Nigeria 

may find that his “parish” is an ever-growing circle of far-flung shacks where wealth in the 
spirit vastly outshines the simple facilities. 

    In Brazil, the Redemptorists minister to villages along the Amazon and its tributaries.  In the Coari basin alone, the 
Redemptorists visit 196 small jungle communities.   In this area, where most of the people live off fish, cassava, and 
whatever food the jungle will offer, the missionaries have set up Radio Coari, which broadcasts daily lessons for 
reading, writing, health and faith formation. 

2019 Missionary Cooperation Plan Participants  


