
 The Diocese of Jefferson City 
Office of Youth Ministry and Religious Education 

Office of Youth Ministry & Rel. Ed. P.O. Box 104900 (573) 635-9127 ext. 233 
Schwartze Catholic Center Jefferson City, Missouri  65110 jdelaporte@diojeffcity.org  

  
RE: Confirmation Scheduling and Location, 2019-2020 

June 4, 2019 

Dear Pastors, Administrators, Parish Life Collaborators, and Parish Confirmation Coordinators,  

It is time to begin the planning and scheduling process for the celebration of the Sacrament of Confirmation 
in 2020.  This Confirmation cycle marks the first year in the transition process of lowering the age of 
Confirmation, in which all those in high school (9th-12th grade) who have not already been confirmed should 
be. As such, we fully anticipate more parishes and larger groups will request the sacrament in the year ahead, 
and many may need a church with greater seating capacity than their parish church.  It may also be prudent 
to combine one or more parishes in a single celebration of the sacrament. 

In order to provide the greatest flexibility, Bishop McKnight has approved 3 options for parishes to 
celebrate Confirmation in 2020:  

OPTION 1: At the Cathedral of St. Joseph in Jefferson City, for either a single parish or grouped 
          with other parishes; 

 OPTION 2: At a larger seating capacity church within your deanery; 

 OPTION 3: At your local parish church 

Bishop McKnight will do his best to confer the sacrament at as many celebrations as his schedule permits.  
Consideration will be given to the number of confirmandi and his schedule.  Requests will be considered on 
a first-come-first-served basis.  In addition, Bishop McKnight will solicit the assistance of Bishop Emeritus 
John R. Gaydos, and he may grant a Pastor or Dean the faculties to confer the sacrament on his behalf 
should he be unable to preside at the particular date and location chosen.   

We ask that you would take some time to discuss these options with other pastors in your deanery.  Please 
complete the Confirmation Request Form and submit it to the Office of Youth Ministry and Religious Ed 
no later than July 22.  Knowing that many parishes may need more time to tweak their current programs, 
you do not need to submit any program descriptions at this time.  We only need the information on the 
Confirmation Request Form.  Requests for program descriptions will come at a later date. 

Times of transition are always fraught with new challenges and opportunities.  It is our hope that providing 
several options for how to celebrate the sacrament, pastors and parishes will have the flexibility they need to 
navigate this time of transition successfully. Please don’t hesitate to contact the Office of Youth Ministry 
and Religious Ed with questions, and know of our great appreciation for all you do. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

 
 

Mr. John DeLaporte     Father Joshua Duncan 
Director of Youth Ministry    Master of Ceremonies to  
And Religious Education     Most Rev. W. Shawn McKnight  

 



CONFIRMATION RESPONSE FORM: 2019-2020 

DEADLINE TO SUBMIT: JULY 22, 2019 

 

Parish Name and Town _____________________________________________________________________  
 
Pastor/Admin./Parish Life Collaborator (print) ____________________________________________________  
 
Parish Email Address: ____________________________________ Parish Phone (_____)___________________ 
 
Name of Confirmation Coordinator (print) ______________________________________________________  
 
Coordinator’s Phone Number (_______)_______________ Email Address: ______________________________  
 
 

Is your parish planning to celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation during 2020?          YES    NO 

 
1. Approximately how many candidates will be participating? ________________ 

a. If less than 15, parishes are required to combine celebrations with a neighboring parish.  If your 
program has less than 15 candidates, list the other parish(es) you plan to combine celebrations with:  
 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
2. Which option is your parish electing to celebrate the sacrament this cycle? 

 OPTION 1: At the Cathedral of St. Joseph in Jefferson City 

 OPTION 2: At a larger seating capacity church in your deanery  

name and location of church:______________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 OPTION 3: At your local parish church 

 
3. Please list three possible dates and times you request for the celebration 

First Preference (date/time) _________________________________________________  

Second Preference (date/time) _______________________________________________ 

Third Preference (date/time) ________________________________________________ 
 
 
Completed by (print) ________________________________________________________________________  
 
Signature _________________________________________   Date _______________________________  

Submit Form To:  

By Mail: Office of Youth Ministry and Rel. Ed., P.O. Box 104900, Jefferson City, MO 65110 

By Fax: 573-635-0386  |  By Email:  jdelaporte@diojeffcity.org  | In person: 2207 W. Main Street 

mailto:jdelaporte@diojeffcity.org


 

Amended Policy on the Sacrament of Confirmation 
Diocese of Jefferson City 

 
AGE:  Any young person of high school age (grades 9-12) or in grades 7-8 is eligible to be confirmed in 
2020.  Children younger than 7th grade at the time of conferral are not eligible to receive the sacrament.  
Pastors and parishes can determine which grades and ages to confirm based on size and programmatic 
need.  Should a parish plan to confirm middle school and high school students in the same program, great 
consideration should be taken to ensure the program is developmentally appropriate and adapted for the 
range in age. 
 
PROGRAM LENGTH:  Approximately nine months is recommended.   
 
SPONSORS:  Should be an adult other than the candidate’s parents.  Should be a fully initiated (if 
possible the Baptismal sponsor), an active, and practicing adult Catholic (preferably out of high school) 
who is in good standing with the Catholic Church. Someone who can be actively involved in the 
preparation and formation of the candidate.    

PROGRAM REVIEW:  A description of each parish’s Preparation Program (used in the formation of 
those who will receive the sacrament in 2020) must be submitted to the Office of Youth Ministry and 
Religious Ed for review.  Programs are not required to be submitted at this time.  Requests for 
programs will be forthcoming. 

Criteria for Confirmation Preparation Programs 

BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN YOUTH AND THE PARISH COMMUNITY:  
The entire parish community should be involved in the preparation of the candidates.  The candidates 
must be recognized, constantly lifted in prayer, and welcomed as integral members of the parish.  

KNOWLEDGE FORMATION:  Classes should focus on Sacred Scripture (“Pentecost,” “the early 
Church in Acts,” “Fruits of the Spirit,” etc.), and the teachings of the Church regarding Confirmation (the 
completion of the grace received at Baptism, and the Seven Gifts of the Holy Spirit).  Adequate 
information must be provided to allow candidates to make well-informed decisions.   

FAITH FORMATION:  Exposure to the rich traditions and variety of Catholic prayer forms and 
expressions.  

Having opportunities for Reconciliation before Confirmation and celebrating the Eucharist on a regular 
basis. Exposure to the spiritual experiences of faith-filled members of the parish community (especially 
young adults or the young at heart).  

PARTICIPATION IN THE MISSION AND MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH:  A focus on our 
Baptismal call to serve, exposure to opportunities, and reflection on gifts and service.   

INVOLVEMENT OF PARENTS AND SPONSORS:  Parents and sponsors are to be involved in 
active, formative ways, relating their faith and their call to mission with the candidates.  

ENABLING YOUTH TO COME TO WELL-FORMED DECISIONS:  In addition to the usual 
means of preparation, a candidate may need individual guidance, prayer, counsel and assistance from 
parents, sponsors, priest, or other mentors to enable him/her to make a mature decision as to whether 
he/she is ready and willing to receive the sacrament at this time.   

Bishop enjoys receiving letters from the candidates (in a single envelope please) sometime prior 
to the celebration if possible. This is not a requirement, however.   



Wait! I have a few questions. 
 

What would be involved with celebrating Confirmation at the Cathedral? 

Celebrating Confirmation at the Cathedral can help connect your confirmands’ experience of the 

sacrament to the wider diocesan Church.  There, they can make a pilgrimage to the seat of our 

diocese, potentially meet confirmands from other parishes, and likely receive the sacrament with the 

Bishop.  Fr. Louis Nelen, Pastor of the Cathedral Parish, has graciously committed to making the 

facility as available as possible so as to accommodate as many parishes and celebrations as needed.   

 

What would be involved with celebrating Confirmation in my deanery? 

Pastors of these larger churches would coordinate days, times, and location for all or most parishes 

in a particular deanery to host their Confirmation.  This provides a wonderful opportunity for 

confirmands and families to gather regionally, possibly to celebrate with other parishes in their area. 

Most likely, the parish with the highest capacity seating would host the celebration.  In the event that 

these celebrations would include large groups from multiple parishes, the Bishop would make it a 

priority to preside.  In the event he is unavailable, the Dean-Pastor could preside.  

 

What about space restrictions?  Won’t our confirmands and families be limited in the 

number of people they could bring if we host at the Cathedral or in our deanery?   

Space would be restricted and dependent on the number of Confirmands and seating capacity of 

each venue.  Confirmation leaders and pastors would need to determine the number of guests per 

confirmand who could attend, based on the given church demographic information. A deanery may 

want to consider hosting 2 or 3 separate confirmation celebrations to decrease the demand on space.  

While space limitations may pose a challenge, individual parishes may wish to host a special 

reception for confirmands so that confirmands, their family, and the entire parish community can 

still recognize and celebrate the occasion. 

 

Which parishes would host confirmation should we choose to celebrate within our 

deanery? 

This would be left up to pastors in a deanery to discuss and decide.  As mentioned earlier, it would 

most likely be the parish with the highest seating capacity, but need not be.  This decision is 

ultimately left to the discretion of the regional pastors involved. 

 



Isn’t it best to simply celebrate in my home parish? 

While the local parish is the ideal local for confirmands and their families to receive the sacrament, 

there is a possibility during these transition years that the Bishop may not be able to preside at every 

single parish requesting the sacrament. Thus, should a parish desire to administer the sacrament at 

the local parish, conferral of the rite may be delegated to the pastor to do so. It also may be more 

advantageous based on the size of the confirmation class to be held at a larger Church.   

 

If it comes down to it, could we have 2 confirmation celebrations in the year ahead?   
Yes.  Should a parish or deanery decide that, due to group size and demand, they would like to have 

2 confirmation celebrations they can.  It is highly unlikely that the Bishop would be available to 

preside at both, but this is possible if it befits the parish situation. 

 

Can we expect the Bishop to confer the sacrament at our parish after the transition years 

are over? 

Yes.  It is our hope that as parishes settle into the new age of 7th grade, we will have a similar 

schedule format to that before the transition.  The demands on Bishop’s schedule will taper as well 

giving him more time to confer the sacrament at local parishes as before. 

 

 

 

 

For further questions, please contact: 

Mr. John DeLaporte 

Dir. Of Youth Ministry and Religious Education 

jdelaporte@diojeffcity.org 

5273-635-9127 x233 

mailto:jdelaporte@diojeffcity.org

